BAG RECYCLING INFO

What Happens to Plastic Bags?
Most plastic bags and plastic fil ms
are recycled into out door

furniture, decking an d railing
materials for homes and
businesses. Approxi mately 2,25 0
plastic bags go int o one typical
16-foot decking bo ard!

What About Paper Bags?
Paper shopping ba gs are
recycled and used in the
manufacturing of ne w
grocery bags and car dboard
boxes.

RESOURCES

Find a Plastic Bag Recycling
Drop-Off Location
www.plasticbagrecycling.org

Massachusetts Dep artment of
Environmental Prot ection
www.mass.gov/dep/recycle

Massachusetts Food Association
www.mafood.com
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SACK
THE
BAG!

MASSACHUSETTS
CONSUMERS:

USE FEWER
DISPOSABLE
SHOPPING BAGS!

DISTRIBUTED BY
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
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DISPOSABLE SHOPPING BAGS: PROBLEMS &

/m

Disposableshoppingoagscontribute

to avariety of economic,
environmentalhealthandsafety
problems. They:

Wastenaturalresources

Clog our landfills

Creatdlitter in our communities
And, endangeanimalsthrough
ingestionandstrangulation

K K K K

Cutting down on the
use of disposable bags
simply makes sense!

WHAT®OS BEING DONE

In March2009,the Departmenbf
EnvironmentaProtection(MassDEP)

andMassachusettsood Association

(MFA) setamutualgoal of reducingby

onethird thenumberof paperandplastic
shoppingbagsdistributedby MFAOs
500+membergrocerystoresand
supemarketsby theyear2013.

To achievethis goal, MFA membersave
committedto:

¥ Promotingthe useof reusabléags

¥ Providingin storeplasticbag
recyclingbinsfor customers

¥ Offering reusableshoppingbagsfor
salemadewith recycledcontent

¥ Usingdisposablébagswith more
recycledcontent

PLASTIC BAG recycling stations at
grocery stores and supermarkets accept a
wide range of plastic bags, including:

Grocery bags

Newspaper bags

Dry cleaning bags

Retail shopping bags

(with string ties and rigid
plastic handles removed)
Bread, cereal and produce bags
Plastic wrap from paper
products and bulk items
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

Firstthingsfirst: Do you evenneeda
bag?Tell theclerkthatyoull carryout
your handfulof items. Be sureto keep
your receipthandy!

REDUCE!
Usedisposableshoppingbagsonly
whennecessaryto keephousehold
soapsandcleanerseparatérom
foodstuffs,for example.

REUSE!

Bring your own canvasgloth or
durableplasticbags.Many grocery
storesoffer 5¢ or 10¢ off your order
whenyou Obringbackthe sackO

RECYCLE!
Returnunwantedolasticshoppingbags
to your grocer. Pleaselo not put plastic
bagsin your curbsiderecyclingbin.
However,you mayrecyclepaper
shoppingbagsin your curbsidebin or at
your communityOdrop-off recycling
center.

RECYCLE

PLASTIC BAGS




